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Dear LWEPC Family and Friends: 

Each year it seems as though there is a news montage that looks back on all of 
the things that changed between January and December. So much has changed 
this past year that it might feel like stepping into a whole new world. 

While 2020 was a banner year for things getting turned on their head, the reality 
is that things are always changing. We can fight change (there are times for 
that), we can mourn change (there are times for that), and we can embrace 
change (there are times for that too). But change is a non-negotiable part of 
life. 

I’ve been reflecting on that the last couple of weeks and I can’t escape one huge 
encouragement. No matter what is changing around us, our God who never 
changes (James 1:17) has a wellspring of mercies that are so bountiful as to be 
new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-24). That means that with every change 
I see in and around me, I can be on the watch for how our covenant-keeping 
God will demonstrate his faithfulness in that shifting circumstance. That is an 
incredible faithfulness on his part. 

As we reflect on 2020 (and what a reflection!), and as we look ahead to 2021, 
let’s have our eyes open to the ways the Lord might meet every change with a 
mercy especially fitted for it. 

Pastor Shaun
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Goal 
Our initial goal is to build a habit of 

prayer and Bible reading “most” days of 

the week. (Aiming for 5 days of the 

week)  

 

Why this method?  
This method is intended to:  

1. Offer a way for those that feel 

uncertain over what to do. 

2. Serve as a starting point (or 

reboot) for these practices. 

3. Build a “trellis” that these 

practices can grow on. 

4. Provide a framework that is 

scalable, based on the realities of 

individual lives and schedules. 

5. Be “do-able” and sustainable. 

6. Keep a connection to the long-

held patterns of the historic 

Church. 

 

Introducing the “Protocol” 
The protocol includes: 

 Psalm of the day 

 Proverbs passage  

 Gospel passage 

 Prayer (ACTS) 
 

How to Do it 
 Pick your best time 

 Start with reasonable 

expectations  

 Expect it to be “ordinary” most 

of the time 

 Read the passage and move the 

ribbon/bookmark/sticky-note 

• While I recommend the whole 

Psalm each day, the length is not 

the important thing, building the 

practice is 

 Pray through the outline. 

•  - praise God for who he 

is (his attributes) 

•  - tell the truth about 

yourself and receive forgiveness 

•  - thank God for what he has 

done 

• - present your needs 

and requests to God 

 

Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night. Psalm 1:1-2 ESV 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name. 
Your kingdom come,  
Your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the Kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

At Bedtime 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who 
work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love's 
sake. Amen.  
(Book of Common Prayer) 

 

Before Work Begins 
Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true 
source of light and fountain of wisdom!  
Pour forth your brilliance upon my 
dense intellect, dissipate the darkness 
which covers me, that of sin and of 
ignorance. Grant me a penetrating mind 
to understand, a retentive memory, 
method and ease in learning, the 
lucidity to comprehend, and abundant 
grace in expressing myself. Guide the 
beginning of my work, direct its 
progress, and bring it to successful 
completion. This I ask through Jesus 
Christ, true God and true man, living and 
reigning with You and the Father, 
forever and ever.  Amen. (Aquinas) 

For Meals  
Lord Jesus Christ our God, you blessed 
the five loaves in the wilderness and fed 
the multitudes of men, women and 
children. Bless also these your gifts and 
increase them for the hungry people in 
the world. You are the one who blesses 
and sanctifies all things and to you we 
give glory forever.   
Amen. (Orthodox Prayer Book) 
 

For the Church 
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy 
catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, and 
with all peace. Where it is corrupt, 
purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 
where in anything it is amiss, reform it. 
Where it is right, strengthen it; where it 
is in want, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Savior. Amen (Book of 
Common Prayer) 
 

For Government Authorities 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in 
all the world: we commend this nation 
to thy merciful care, that being guided 
by thy providence, we may dwell secure 
in thy peace. Grant to the President of 
the United States, the Governor of this 
state, and to all in authority, wisdom 
and strength to do thy will. Fill them 
with the love of truth and righteousness, 
and make them ever mindful of their 
calling to humbly serve this people in 
thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without 
end. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer)



 

 

Adoration - Praise God for who he is (his 

attributes) 
O God, praise waits for thee, and to 
render it is my noblest exercise; this is 
thy due from all creatures, for all thy 
works display thy attributes and fulfill 
thy designs; the sea, dry land, winter 
cold, summer heat, morning light, 
evening shade are full of thee, and 
thou gives me them richly to enjoy. 
Thou art King of kings and Lord of 
Lords; at thy pleasure empires rise 
and fall; all thy works praise thee and 
thy saints bless thee. Let me be 
numbered with thy holy ones, 
resemble them in character and 
condition, sit with them at Jesus’ feet. 
Amen (Valley of Vision) 
 

Confession - Tell the truth about yourself 

and receive forgiveness 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we 
have erred and strayed from thy ways 
like lost sheep, we have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our 
own hearts, we have offended against 
thy holy laws, we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done. But 
thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their 
faults, restore thou those who are 
penitent, according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus 
our Lord; and grant, O most merciful 
Father, for his sake, that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life, to the glory of thy holy 
Name. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

 

Thanksgiving - Thank God for what he has 

done 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we 
thine unworthy servants do give thee 
most humble and hearty thanks for all 
thy goodness and loving-kindness to 
us and to all men. We bless thee for 
our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for 
thine inestimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. And, we 
beseech thee, give us that due sense of 
all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful; and that we 
show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 
our selves to thy service, and by 
walking before thee in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 
(Book of Common Prayer) 
 

Supplication - Present your needs and 

requests to God 

Almighty God, you have given us grace 
at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill 
now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. 
Amen. (Chrysostom)  

 



The CARES Act and New Charitable Contribution Rules

2020 has been a diffi cult year for individuals, businesses, and nonprofi ts as we all have 
navigated the various impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Knowing the desire of the American 
people to reach out and help others in time of need, lawmakers included several signifi cant 
changes in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security  (CARES) Act that was signed 
into law on March 27, 2020  to encourage charitable giving. As your donors begin their year-end 
tax planning, it is important to make them aware of these key changes.

Individual Contributions

Under the CARES Act, beginning in 2020, individuals who do not itemize deductions may 
deduct up to $300 in charitable cash contributions (the limit applies regardless of the fi ling 
status).  This universal charitable deduction is an above-the-line deduction and is deducted 
from the taxpayer’s income prior to the calculation of adjusted gross income. This deduction 
is in addition to the standard deduction. 

Another positive change for individual taxpayers is this:  the limitation for individuals who 
are still able to itemize their deductions has been signifi cantly relaxed. Prior to the CARES 
Act, deductions for cash contributions to qualifi ed charitable organizations was limited to 60 
percent of the individual’s adjusted gross income. Under the CARES Act, the deduction for 
cash contributions to a qualifi ed public charity in 2020 has been increased to 100 percent of 
the individual’s adjusted gross income. This is a substantial change as it could theoretically 
lead to zero taxable income for a donor. If the contribution amount exceeds 100 percent of the 
individual’s adjusted gross income, then the excess can be carried forward and utilized over 
the next fi ve years. 

It is important to note that both of these provisions, the new universal charitable contribution 
and the relaxed limitation on itemized deductions, apply to cash contributions to qualifi ed 
public charities only. Contributions of non-cash property do not qualify for this special relief. 
Individuals may still claim non-cash contributions as a deduction, subject to the normal limits. 
Also, these special rules do not apply to contributions made to donor-advised funds 
or private foundations. 

Corporate Giving

As with individual giving, the adjusted gross income limit for cash contributions was also 
increased for corporate donors. For 2020, a corporation may deduct qualifi ed contributions 
of up to 25 percent of its taxable income compared to 10 percent before the CARES Act. 
Contributions that exceed that amount can be carried forward and utilized over the next fi ve 
years. Once again, these new limits are applicable only to cash donations to a qualifi ed 
public charity. They do not apply to contributions made to donor-advised funds or 
private foundations. 



The CARES Act also created a special rule encouraging contributions of food inventory for 
the care of the ill, needy or infants. The CARES Act raised the applicable limits on the amount 
of the allowed deduction for food inventory from 15 percent of the taxpayer’s aggregate net 
income or taxable income to 25 percent for tax year 2020. 

The goal of these new provisions is to encourage generosity and directly deploy funds to 
nonprofi ts that are working to meet the needs arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. These 
changes provide opportunity for signifi cant tax liability reductions and have the potential 
to help committed donors be more generous in 2020 when it is needed most. It is important 
that nonprofi ts not miss the opportunity to share these tax changes with their constituents in 
the coming days. As always, because of the complexities of tax law surrounding charitable 
contributions, it is best for a donor to seek professional tax advice when contemplating a 
signifi cant gift. 

For more information related to these tax changes refer to https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-
profi ts/charitable-organizations/charitable-contribution-deductions



GUIDE TO 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD YEAR-ROUND 
SHOEBOX SHOPPING, PACKING, & TIPS

Savvy shoebox packers know that it’s never too early to start shopping, packing, personalizing, and fundraising for shoebox gifts. By preparing 
shoebox gifts all year long, you can send the Good News of Jesus Christ and the great joy of receiving an Operation Christmas Child shoebox to 
more boys and girls around the world! Use this year-round guide to maximize your impact for the Gospel.

January

Hats, Gloves, & Scarves

May

Hygiene Items

September

Games

February

Fashion Accessories

June

Quality Toys

October

Letter & Photo

March

Quality Crafts

July

Clothing

November

$9 Donation Per Shoebox

April

Stuffed Animals

August

School Supplies

December

Prayer

“If you start purchasing items for the box in January, by November you have 
made a nice Christmas box.” —Vicki D.YEAR-ROUND SHOPPING



Operation Christmas Child® is a project of Samaritan’s Purse®.
Franklin Graham, President  |  1-800-353-5949  |  samaritanspurse.org
© 2020 Samaritan’s Purse. All rights reserved.

PACKING CHECKLIST
Purchase —Shop for fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to fill a shoebox. Write down what you have so far or still need to buy:

Toys:

Hygiene Items:

School Supplies:

Other Items:

Pack —Remove items from packaging and pack into shoebox.

Personalize—Include a letter to the shoebox recipient along with a photo of your family or group. You can even decorate the shoebox!

Prepare $9 Donations—Set aside the suggested donation per shoebox to support project costs such as shoebox gift transportation 
and Gospel materials.

Pray—Lift up in prayer the shoebox journey and the child who will receive your shoebox gift.

• Set a shoebox goal at the beginning of the year to help you plan and stay motivated.

• Visit samaritanspurse.org/occ to order preprinted shoeboxes in packs of 12 plastic or 50 cardboard so you can pack all year.

• When shopping or crafting, choose quality items that will last a long time.

• Don’t miss out on after-holiday deals, like Christmas, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and Easter.

• Take advantage of back-to-school sales in the fall.

• Check for tax-free weekends in your area to save money when purchasing your shoebox items.

• Download an inventory app on your phone to keep track of what you’ve purchased throughout the year.

• Check out our Pinterest ideas for making scarves, gloves, hats, and quality crafts.

• Visit our fundraising page for ideas on raising $9 donations to accompany shoebox gifts all year long.

• Join the Operation Christmas Child Prayer Network to pray with us throughout the year.

*Red text indicates hyperlinks.

YEAR-ROUND PACKING

YEAR-ROUND TIPS

“This year, I am making at least one box a month until collection time. I have 
challenged my church family to do the same.” —Yalanda T.

08-31-565

View solicitation disclosure information for Samaritan’s Purse online at samaritanspurse.org/disclosure.

Visit samaritanspurse.org/occ to learn more about how God can use a gift-filled shoebox given in Jesus’ Name to 
transform a child, their family, and their community with the Good News of the Gospel. 



 



 



 



LIVING WATERS  
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

JANUARY 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

  
 

  

 
1 2 

3 
WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 
YOUTH GROWTH GROUP 6 PM 

4 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
1:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
LDS Church  
605 N Idaho St, Wendell 

5 
Men’s Bible Study 
Community Room  6:30 pm 

 

6 
A.A. meeting 7:30 pm 

 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

. 

10 
Sunday School 9:15 am 
WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
YOUTH GROWTH GROUP 6 PM 
 

11 
 

12 
Men’s Bible Study 
Community Room  6:30 pm 

 

13 
Worship committee  
6 pm 
A.A. meeting 7:30 pm 

 

14 
Finance committee 
6 p.m. 
 

15 16 
 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 

17  
Sunday School 9:15 am 

WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
YOUTH GROWTH GROUP 6 PM 
 

18 
 

19 
Men’s Bible Study 
Community Room  6:30 pm 
 

20  

A.A. meeting 7:30 pm 
21 

Newsletter 

deadline 

22 
 

23 
 

24  

Sunday School 9:15 am 

WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
Session 1:00 pm 
YOUTH GROWTH GROUP 6 PM 

25 
 

26 
Men’s Bible Study 
Community Room  6:30 pm 

 

20  

A.A. meeting 7:30 pm 
28 
 

29 30 

31  

Sunday School 9:15 am 

WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
Annual Congregational 
meeting  after worship 
YOUTH GROWTH GROUP 6 PM 

   Next month: 
Feb 17 – Ash 
Wednesday, Lent 
begins 

  
 

Greeters:  Fae Christopherson, Nance Strickland 

EPC Presbytery of the Pacific 
Northwest Meeting 

Gig Harbor, WA 
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